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 By NATHAN DUREC
 A sign on the door of a municipally licensed cannabis retailer in south Vancouver indicates they will be closing their doors on Oct. 17 NICK LABA PHOTO
Pot jobs go up in smoke
O n the day Canadian cannabis became legal, many in the budding industry were out of 
work. 
All 20 city-sanctioned pot shops 
in south Vancouver would have to 
close their doors Oct.17—even the 
four previously issued municipal 
business licences.
“It’s definitely something that’s 
stressed out budtenders all across 
the city,” said Nick Naresh, a man-
ager at THC Canada, a licensed 
store in South Vancouver. 
All eight full-time employees will 
have to find other ways to make 
ends meet, despite the incoming 
cash crop.
The irony of the store closing on 
legalization day  presents a problem 
for Naresh, who depends on the in-
come. 
After working steadily at THC 
for three years, he said he’ll likely 
apply for EI.
Vancouver’s approach to illegal 
retailers has been historically lax. 
Public Safety Minister Mike Farn-
worth wrote a widely publicized 
op-ed where he promised a crack-
down come legalization day. 
Provincial inspectors can now 
seize product and records without 
a warrant.
Businesses that applied to oper-
ate legally must wait to be issued a 
new provincial retail licence before 
applying for a municipal business 
licence.  
No official has said how long this 
will take.
Todd Richardson, who works at 
another licenced store wasn't con-
cerned. “We’ve already applied for 
our new licence so it shouldn’t take 
too long,” he said.
Not all stores are waiting for the 
green light. 
An employee at WEEDS on 
Main Street said they’ll be staying 
open past Oct. 17, but declined to 
comment further. WEEDS is oper-
ating without a licence. 
City of Vancouver spokesperson 
Jag Sandhu said they only four ap-
plications from the province have 
been received. 
“[No] cannabis retail outlets will 
have completed the process to ob-
tain a provincial and municipal li-
cence to operate in Vancouver as of 
Oct. 17,” he said. 
Cannabis closures put Vancouver budtenders out of work 
n By NICK LABA 
It takes 
two to 
get one
LSU hasn't had 
Aboriginal rep 
since 2014 
Two students running in the Langara Students’ Union election are campaigning 
for better communication between 
Langara's Aboriginal community 
and the LSU.
 Danni Beardy and Daniel Ken-
nedy are running for Aboriginal 
Student Representative, a position 
which has been vacant since 2014.
Both say the Dave Pearson Na-
tive Student Centre in the Students’ 
Union building, was moved with-
out any consultation.  
“That’s a main concern for me 
because we don’t have anyone tell-
ing us what’s going on,” Beardy 
said.
The centre opened in 2009 and 
was recently moved downstairs, to 
a smaller room. 
Indigenous student engagement 
officer Jimmy Aitken said the move 
was a shock. 
“There was talk about it being 
moved and then just next thing, the 
students realized was it was moved.”  
 In an email, the LSU said, “It 
has been updated and refurbished 
to provide students of the desired 
atmosphere and surrounding.”
Kennedy thinks communication 
before the move would have helped. 
“Had there been a better under-
standing of the historical signifi-
cance behind seizing Native ter-
ritory, especially without proper 
consultation, if there had been a 
better understanding of how offen-
sive that could be perceived, per-
haps it wouldn’t have happened in 
the first place,” he said. 
“We first need to have someone 
to speak up for the community," 
Beardy said. 
Kennedy enlisted Beardy to run 
against him to ensure the position 
would be filled. Last year, the lone 
candidate lost in a yes or no vote. 
Candidates make final pitch for votes 
There are 158 candi-
dates running in the 
Oct. 20 civic election 
 By MANDY MOON
H ousing affordability domi-nated the discussion when parties running in the civic 
election came to campus last week. 
Nine of the 11 parties running 
candidates in Vancouver’s civic 
election sent representatives to 
Langara College on Oct. 11. 
Langara student Christopher 
Gail struggled to find a place that 
was above ground, clean and safe. 
“Within my price range, it is next 
to impossible,” he said. 
Derrick O’Keefe, a council can-
didate with COPE said, “This elec-
tion is a fight about the future of 
Vancouver, whether we’re going to 
continue to see housing as a com-
modity, or whether we’re going to 
start to treat housing as a human 
right, which is what we should do.” 
Green Party council candidate 
Pete Fry said the party advocates 
for rent geared to income. “Specifi-
cally, 30 per cent of one’s local in-
come,” he said. 
Stephanie Aitken, chair of Lan-
gara's fine arts department, said the 
organizers invited all of the parties 
so students could decide who best 
represents their interests. 
“The direction that students take 
now is going to affect them for de-
cades to come,” she said. 
Students talking politics at the COPE 
table on Oct. 11 MANDY MOON PHOTO
“We don't have 
anyone telling us 
what's going on.”
— DANNI BEARDY, LSU CANDIDATE
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Some Richmond residents say the Richmond Oval vacuums up city money that could go to other community centres that are short of hot water and staff. The 
city says the oval receives fewer dollars per square foot than the other centres. BOB MATHESON VIA GLOTMAN SIMPSON CONSULTING ENGINEERS SUBMITTED PHOTO
Oval's dollars questioned
Richmond commnuity centres starved for cash
 By GABRIELLE PLONKA
A Richmond mayoral candidate is calling for more information about the finances of the 
Olympic Oval Corporation, reig-
niting a decade-long controversy 
over the oval’s claims of being 
independently profitable despite 
benefiting from millions of tax-
payer dollars. 
The oval corporation, chaired by 
the City of Richmond’s admin-
istrative officer, George Duncan, 
claimed a surplus of $1.2 million in 
2017, which meant that one-third 
of taxpayer contributions to the 
oval were placed in its reserves – 
and unavailable for use by the city’s 
other cash-strapped community 
centres, says Donald Flintoff.
City officials have always said 
that the oval provides a valuable 
amenity to Richmond residents 
and so deserves taxpayer support.
But Flintoff believes that if the 
oval claims to be a profitable cor-
poration, even though it’s func-
tioning as a city community centre, 
there should be some separation 
from public funding and city of-
ficials. 
“If I were to win [the mayoral 
election] on Saturday, there would 
be a lot of questions asked,” Flint-
off said.
As of December 2017, the oval 
reported an 
accumulated 
surplus of 
$16.1 mil-
lion, the 
same ap-
p r o x i m a t e 
amount as 
city contri-
butions in 
the last five 
years at $3 
million in contributions annually. 
There is also question of whether 
the high contributions of taxpayer 
money to the oval are to blame for 
the lack of resources at other Rich-
mond community centres.
In a Sept. 28 letter to the Rich-
mond News, Richmond resident 
Bruce Neil described worn-out 
turf fields, cold shower water, dirty 
change rooms and lack of staffing 
at Hugh Boyd, Minoru and Rich-
mond ice centres. Neil blamed the 
oval’s generous funding for the dis-
crepancies.
At Thompson Community Cen-
tre, where Flintoff serves on the 
board, Flintoff echoed complaints 
of no hot water for the showers, as 
well as no air conditioning during 
last summer’s 
heat wave.
“People are 
complaining,” 
Flintoff said. “I 
would assume 
that if the oval 
is taking up a 
lot of money, 
then somebody 
isn’t getting a 
lot of money.”
Richmond’s director of corporate 
communications, Ted Townsend, 
said in an email that the oval re-
ceives fair annual contributions 
“ just like every other civic facility 
in Richmond.”
In Townsend’s provided break-
down, the oval receives less in 
city funding for its size than other 
community centres at $8.79 per 
square foot, while other commu-
nity centres get more than $20 a 
square foot. 
Surrey rivals clash over LRT plan
Breakaway party 
wants to pause 
transit planning
 By NIKITHA MARTINS
Candidates from Surrey’s new breakaway party chal-lenging the ruling Surrey 
First say they will involve resi-
dents in a new round of decision-
making about whether the city 
should opt for streetcar-style lines 
versus new SkyTrain lines.
Avi Dhaliwal, an Integrity 
Now city council candidate, said 
that while the party does favour 
SkyTrain technology, its coun-
cil members wouldn’t shut down 
the current planning process for 
light rail completely, but would 
pause the project until a decision 
a majority of residents are satisfied 
with can be made.
“We’re not saying we’re going to 
go ahead and just scrap the LRT 
and put a SkyTrain and push that 
down people’s throats,” Dhaliwal 
said.
Integrity Now includes a few 
candidates who broke away from 
Surrey First, including Bruce 
Hayne and Coun. Barbara Steele. 
The Surrey First party, which 
has ruled the city for more than 
a decade, decided in 2012 un-
der then-mayor Dianne Watts to 
support light-rapid transit lines 
to Newtown and Guildford, and 
then a similar line from Surrey to 
Langley. But that plan, for which 
the federal government has con-
tributed $1.65 billion, has become 
increasingly controversial.
Surrey First’s Tom Gill says 
that the party will proceed with 
the first phase of the planned 
light-rail lines.
 Another leading candidate, 
former mayor Doug McCallum 
from Safe Surrey Coalition, says 
he would scrap light rail and get 
the federal government to put 
the money instead into SkyTrain 
down Fraser Highway to Langley. 
Proudly Surrey council can-
didate Felix Kongyuy believes 
that the LRT project cannot be 
changed now, because of the fun-
ing that has already been given to 
the project for use. 
“Residents need to know that 
the federal funding and the pro-
vincial funding which is for this 
LRT project, cannot be moved 
onto another project,” Kongyuy 
said.
“If I were to win on 
Saturday, there would 
be a lot of questions 
asked.”
— DONALD FLINTOFF, RICHMOND  
MAYORAL CANDIDATE
Church, 
city team 
up for 
housing
Unique Port Moody  
project includes new 
church, services and 
rental accommodation
 By AMANDA POOLE
Port Moody has put half a million dollars of city money to support a novel 
housing project that will create 
55 low-cost apartments, a new 
church and a social-services cen-
tre.
The unique $25-million project 
is coming to fruition because St. 
Andrew’s United Church donated 
its land and the city contributed 
more than half of its affordable 
housing fund.
“I think it’s the new way we have 
to engage in order to accomplish 
what we want to accomplish,” said 
Julie Lebrun, the minister at St. 
Andrew’s United Church. 
Mayor Mike Clay said the proj-
ect is the result of good partner-
ships among many agencies and 
will help Port Moody meet some 
of the growing demand for low-
cost housing.
“Affordable housing is an im-
portant issue for council and for 
Port Moody residents,” Clay said. 
Built in 1957, St. Andrew’s 
United Church will be demol-
ished and rebuilt into three sec-
tions that will included a new 
church, an office space and pro-
gram centre for Kinsight and 
housing on 2318 St. Johns Street 
off the Barnet Highway.   
The eligible applicants for the 
development will be people from 
low- to moderate-income house-
holds earning from $30,000 to 
$68,000 a year. The rentals will 
start at $750 per month for studio 
suites and $1,700 per month for 
three-bedroom suites.
Four of the units will be allo-
cated for those with developmen-
tal delays and disabilities who 
receive support from Kinsight, a 
non-profit society that works with 
people to increase their indepen-
dence.
“This is one of three new devel-
opments but this one is particular-
ly interesting and unique in terms 
of partnerships,” said Christine 
Scott, CEO of Kinsight.
Construction is scheduled to 
start January 2019.
The shortage of affordable hous-
ing has been an ongoing issue for 
Vancouver residents but is also 
hitting other regions of Metro 
Vancouver, Port Moody being one 
of them.  
“I think it’s the 
new way we have to 
engage in order to 
accomplish what we 
want to accomplish,”
— JULIE LEBRUN, MINISTER OF  
ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH
Doug McCallum SUBMITTED PHOTO
58% of the oval's 2017 expenses 
attributed to salaries and benefits
58
1/3
1/3 of annual taxpayer contribu-
tions are placed in reserves
18
The Oval receives 18% of Rich-
mond's Community Associations, 
Arenas and Aquatics contributions
SOURCE: CITY OF RICHMOND
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A-building receives an 'F'
Due to gas pipeline rupture, students bundle up for the cold 
 By PATRICK PENNERF ollowing the rupture of the Enbridge gas line near Prince George last Tuesday, Langara College 
is lowering building temperatures 
amidst student complaints of al-
ready frigid classrooms. 
FortisBC has requested B.C. res-
idents curtail all non-essential use 
of natural gas as it repair the main 
36 inches pipeline.  
"We have turned down the oc-
cupied space temperature to 18 
degrees across campus in response,” 
Patricia Baker said, Langara's asso-
ciate director of facilities.
This thermostat adjustment 
comes at a time when students 
are already complaining about low 
temperature in A Building. 
According to Baker, the chill 
in the air is the result of ongoing 
renovations to improve energy ef-
ficiency of its largest complex.
"There are areas that continue 
to be commis-
sioned and it 
is reasonable 
to expect that 
temperatures 
may fluctuate,” 
she said. 
Langara stu-
dent Cynthia 
Turnbull, who 
has been enrolled since 2016, said 
she has noticed the unreliable heat 
prior to the pipeline incident.
"Most of the time it's too cold, 
especially in the winter,” she said. "I 
wear a hoodie in class."
Students should now prepare for 
those temperatures to drop even 
further as the college responds to 
FortisBC's request.
Langara is one of many post-sec-
ondary institutions impacted by the 
pipeline explosion 782 kilometres 
away.
Travis Vilac, an energy specialist 
at SFU's facilities department said 
his campus is following suit.
"We've been lowering tempera-
tures in some buildings, and stop-
ping altogether in other buildings 
where we can,” he said. 
FortisBC declared a force ma-
jeure, which is a contract clause 
freeing them from liability and 
performance obligations under ex-
traordinary circumstances.
"These rates encompass some of 
the post secondary institutions in 
the Lower Mainland,” Vilac said.
On Saturday 
morning, En-
bridge announced 
the Transporta-
tion Safety Board 
has opened the 
explosion site for 
safety inspections 
and cleanup.  
The repair time, 
estimated to take two weeks, hasn’t 
started yet. The TSB continues to 
investigated the cause.
Kayla Morier layered up in her jacket and toque at Langara College, students 
will fight frigid temperatures as Langara lowers thermostat levels in response 
to the Enbridge pipeline rupture Oct. 11.  PATRICK PENNER PHOTO
#MeToo sparks a safer campus
Sexual assult 
ambassador pro-
gam marks one 
year anniversary
O ne year ago, the #MeToo movement launched a global conversation about 
sexual violence and assault. 
At Langara, that conversation is 
being further enabled around cam-
pus by the sexual assault and am-
bassador program, also celebrating 
its one year anniversary.
The sexual assault ambassador 
program is designed to help edu-
cate Langara’s students and staff 
on how to respond to disclosures. 
The program also offers training 
on identifying the spectrum of is-
sues that can be classified as sexual 
assault, director of student conduct 
and affairs, Maggie Ross said. 
Staff act as ambassadors around 
the campus where they act as points 
of contact for anyone needing assis-
tance with issues of sexual violence.
 “We need to be more compas-
sionate to the people who have 
experienced these kinds of trauma, 
and I think that the faculty here are 
so willing to help, it just makes a 
better community,” Ross said.
 Student conduct officer Jennifer 
Cheddie said Langara’s adminis-
tration didn’t put up any barriers 
during the program’s development. 
Everyone was keen to work on 
tackling the issue of sexual violence 
and harassment.
 Ross added that it’s important 
to keep the conversation and opti-
mism going. “It’s the way we work 
together collectively to change be-
liefs and attitudes,” she said
 After 40 staff had committed 
to being ambassadors, positions 
were opened for student volunteers. 
“We’ve been recruiting ever since,” 
said Cheddie. She explained that 
#MeToo fell parallel to the launch 
of the program, giving directors 
more impetus to carry it forward.
 “It’s a really important matter, 
especially in schools,” international 
student Fernanda Barbugiani said. 
“We hear so many stories about 
sexual harassment and abuse and 
rape and I think if anything I’d like 
to get to know [the program] bet-
ter,” she said. 
 Program directors are now look-
ing towards the future: they hope 
to promote greater awareness of the 
program around campus and con-
tinue to build their online presence.
“Many students don’t even know 
that we exist, but that’s the main 
motive,” Kamaldeep Kaur said, an 
international marketing student 
who is completing her co-op with 
the ambassador program.
 She added that there are plans 
to promote the program on Face-
book and Instagram and hold focus 
groups with local and international 
students.
 By KIRSTEN CLARKE AND
TAESA HODEL
Langara's student conduct and affairs officers (Left) Maggie Ross, Kamaldeep 
Kaur and Jennifer Cheddie. TAESA HODEL PHOTO
81%
Women who have reported some 
form of abuse when the definition 
was expanded to include psycho-
logical abuse such as taunts or 
insults.
Male students have been 
sexually assaulted in their 
lives.
MACLEANS STATISTICS ON SEXUAL ASSAULT
Students who said they were 
given no information on how 
to report a sexual assault.
SOURCE: MACLEANS.CA
Sexual violence and misconduct can never be part of student life.
It will not be tolerated.
Make campuses safe for everyone, play your part.
HANGING  
OUT ISN’T 
THE SAME 
AS MAKING 
OUT.
Sexual assult campaign posters 
featured at Langara. B.C. GOVERNMENT
PHOTO
49 to get 
alumni 
awards
For Langara's 49th, the 
college is increasing 
the number of awards 
it hands out.
 By TAESA HODEL
F or the first time Langara will celebrate 49 alumni at their annual awards, rather than 
their usual three. 
To recognize the achievements 
of Langara College as a commu-
nity, the college will celebrate the 
graduated students who’ve gone on 
to create impact within their ca-
reers and those still here working 
towards their achievements. 
“It's important for alumni to be 
involved in [their] school com-
munity,” Langara arts department 
alum Devin Braunagel, 23, said in 
an email.
“Not only is it a great learning 
opportunity for current students, 
but it's also a chance for alumni to 
be mentors.” 
As a part of the Beyond 49 cel-
ebrations, the communications ser-
vices and college advancement de-
partments are teaming up to create 
a special award program in replace-
ment of this year's annual alumni 
awards. 
Past and present students, staff 
and community members, will 
be able to be nominated by either 
themselves or others as part of the 
initiative.
“Over the next eight months, 
we’ll be accepting nominations for 
49 inspirational Langarans who 
have positively impacted the col-
lege, their field, or the community 
via the Beyond 49 website,” said 
Yvonne Ohara, a creator of the pro-
gram, who is proud to help cultivate 
the growing network of past and 
present students. 
“It’s going to be very difficult to 
choose only 49.”
Until the end of February, nomi-
nations will be open for anyone to 
recommend someone they think 
has made the biggest impact within 
the college or in society in general. 
Selections will be made in March 
of next year, and their stories will be 
told from April to October.
The awards event itself will take 
place in November.
49 Langarans will replace the 
usual Outstanding Alumni Awards 
for this year only.
For anyone wanting to become 
more involved with Langara’s 
alumni network, there will also be 
a community day hosted at campus 
on June 15.
Organizer Carly Barrett said ev-
eryone is invited to the event, “The 
community day will be like an open 
house or a public festival.”
“We've been 
lowering 
temperatures in 
some buildings.”
— TRAVIS VILAC, SFU ENERGY SPECIALIST
New Beyond 49 banners hang on 
campus. KIRSTEN CLARKE PHOTO
6.9% 31%
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Chic 
couture 
in 
Canada 
Stories and photos by Nathan Gan
T he Vancouver Art Gallery is focusing on the art of fash-ion with a show headlined by famous Chinese dress 
maker Guo Pei.
 The VAG is the first ever Canadian 
gallery to feature Guo’s work. The ex-
hibit showcases over 40 pieces of Guo’s 
standout work and is entitled Beyond 
Couture. 
Guo is the designer responsible 
for the famous trailing yellow gown 
donned by Rihanna at the 2015 Met 
Gala in New York City. 
The gown weighs an astonishing 22 
kilograms and took 2 ½ year to create.
 Guo appeared on Time magazine’s 
100 most influential people and she 
is also one of just two Asian design-
ers accepted into Paris’s elite Chambre 
Syndicale de la Haute Coutre as a guest 
member.   
 Because Guo grew up in China, her 
work has always been reminiscent of 
the country’s Qing Dynasty and strives 
to touch on lost traditional craft prac-
tices. 
Guo said some of the intricate dresses 
have taken over 30,000 hours to make.
 “I create all these pieces with all my 
heart,” Guo said through a Mandarin 
interpreter in an interview during a 
media preview. “All my work is a way 
for me to express my emotions.”
 Guo draws inspiration from a vari-
ety of different origins but has a strong 
connection with European influences. 
“I was inspired after visiting the mili-
Spotlight on fashion design
High end fashion showcased for the first time at Canadian gallery 
Intricate details of jewellery on a mannequin at new exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Oct. 11.  NATHAN GAN PHOTO
Left to right: dresses designed and displayed as part of the Guo Pei: Beyond couture fashion exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Oct. 11, 2018. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
Infamous 22 kilogram yellow 
dress worn by Rihanna at 
the 2015 Met Gala in New 
York. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
Guo Pei looks up at one of her designs at a media preview for the new exhibit on Oct. 11. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
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tary museum in France and looking at 
the uniforms worn by Napoleon.” 
She is fascinated with fashion dur-
ing wartime: “When people face war 
and death, and they can still wear such 
beautiful uniforms, it shows a respect 
for life.”
Kevin Smith, retail and design in-
structor at Langara College, said that it 
is imperative for any sort of art fan to 
come witness the new fashion exhibit.
“To see so much depth and thought 
in the work, and the craftsmanship is 
just mind blowing. There’s no shortcuts 
here: you can really see couture for what 
it is.” 
Smith said the current global climate 
may not allow for a guilt-free focus on 
art, but all art has an important place 
in history. “With the urgency of our 
world, you may look at [this exhibit] as 
frivolous, but I look at this as a moment 
in time.”
 Paula Aguilar, a first-year design 
formation student at Langara, said she 
felt grateful for VAG’s decision to fea-
ture Guo’s art first in Canada after she 
experienced the fashion art for herself 
last Sunday.
“I really think Vancouver is lacking in 
art galleries, and I love the fact that we 
have this space. I think that maybe [this 
honour] will help us get more art into 
Vancouver.”
 The Guo Pei: Beyond Couture ex-
hibit is now open at the Vancouver Art 
Gallery, from Oct. 13 to Jan. 20, 2019.
L angara College’s famous “paper dress” project is the design forma-tion program’s way of getting their students to practise cut throat creativity and experimentation.
 The Brown Paper Couture Project started about six years ago and is a 
semester-end assignment that requires students to create a haute-couture 
dress. 
The catch – the only materials available are those that are not typically 
flexible or forgiving components. Kevin Smith, retail and design instructor 
at Langara said, “Paper is not fabric: it does not drape, it does not form to 
the body, you have to really analyze what it is you’re looking at.”    
    No matter the restrictions, the finished product contains near replicas of 
established designer gowns, which are then displayed in public spaces like 
the Oakridge Centre. “It is an exercise in prop building, exploration, and 
ideation,” Smith said.
Spotlight on fashion design
High end fashion showcased for the first time at Canadian gallery 
Langara's dress 
show bags 
high praise
College creates their own variation 
of fashion art
Intricate details of jewellery on a mannequin at new exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Oct. 11.  NATHAN GAN PHOTO
Left to right: dresses designed and displayed as part of the Guo Pei: Beyond couture fashion exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Oct. 11, 2018. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
» Convocation
Pei graduated in 1986 at the 
top of her class from the Beijing 
School of Industrial Fashion 
Design.
» Beginnings
Pei launched her own label in 
1997 named Rose Studio.
» Turning point
In July 2015, pop singer Rihanna 
chose to wear Guo's design at the 
Met Gala in New York City. 
» Recognition
In 2016, Pei is named one of Time 
magazine's 100 most influential 
people.
SOURCE: GUO-PEI.FR
GUO PEI'S CAREER
A TIMELINE
Renowned Chinese couturiere Guo Pei showcasing her work at a media preview at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Oct. 
11. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
One of 40 different gowns from Guo's Beyond Couture collection showcased in Vancouver. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
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Pot use 
has risks 
and laws
OPINION
ALBERTO 
TUFANO
Langara needs Aboriginal stu-
dent representation on the student 
union to continue to establish its 
relationships with Indigenous 
communities — relationships 
that Langara has committed to 
strengthening over the years.
The Langara Student Union 
elections are coming up, and this 
year there are two candidates run-
ning for Aboriginal student rep-
resentative. This means that Lan-
gara will have its 
first Aboriginal 
student repre-
sentative on the 
LSU in four 
years. Although 
the position has 
been available 
since 2014, the 
seat remained 
unfilled. That’s 
too long without 
Indigenous stu-
dent representa-
tion.
Indigenous people have faced a 
difficult history that still resonates 
today. The struggles of Indigenous 
people didn’t go away in 1996 with 
the last residential school closure. 
The remnants of horrific expe-
riences have been passed down 
through generations and continue 
to be felt by Indigenous people to-
day. Langara making an effort to 
have conversations about recon-
ciliation and understanding that 
Indigenous history deserves atten-
tion is a great start, but this is an 
issue that re-
quires a lon-
ger conversa-
tion. Having 
A b o r i g i n a l 
student rep-
resentation in 
the LSU will 
encourage the 
avenue for 
conversat ion 
to stay open, 
and will make 
it more acces-
sible for non-
I n d i g e n o u s 
students to 
learn about 
the history 
and experi-
ences of In-
d i g e n o u s 
people.
The Aboriginal Education Policy 
at Langara states that the college 
will “provide full opportunity and 
support for Aboriginal students to 
achieve their academic potential.” 
Academic potential comes from 
more than just support in educa-
tion; it comes from community 
representation, a sense of belong-
ing and a supportive environment.
Some may argue that represen-
tation of all cultures should be 
p a r a m o u n t 
on the LSU, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
given that a 
large portion 
of Langara’s 
student popu-
lation is made 
up of minority 
groups.
While this 
is true, it 
doesn’t di-
minish the 
importance of 
having an Ab-
original stu-
dent resenta-
tive. The post 
of Aboriginal 
student rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e 
is symbolic of a commitment to 
people who have been mistreated 
and displaced in Canada’s found-
ing history. 
It's something that Langara 
College recognizes has been done 
on its very own land, and is now 
making amends for.
The college administration has 
gone to great lengths to strengthen 
connections between many Indig-
enous groups and the school. 
For example, in 2016 Lan-
gara received the Musqueam 
name, , that means 
"house of teaching," and in 2014 
Langara’s president was given the 
Musqueam name Takaya. Addi-
tionally, Langara offers Aborigi-
nal reconciliation classes taught by 
First Nations artists, and was the 
first school to implement a formal 
Aboriginal education policy in 
British Columbia.
Maintaining a seat for an Ab-
original student representative on 
the LSU mirrors Langara’s mes-
sage that Indigenous representa-
tion and recognition is important 
to the college.
All of Langara should be mak-
ing efforts to better student ex-
periences and education through 
various means, with political rep-
resentation being one of them. The 
lack of an Aboriginal student rep-
resentative on the LSU for the past 
four years does not reflect Lan-
gara’s commitment to strengthen-
ing connections with Aboriginal 
people, so it is time for the position 
to be filled.
LSU needs Aboriginal rep
OPINION
KELSEA 
FRANZKE
Langara students Danni Beardy and Daniel Kennedy are running for Aboriginal Student Representative on the LSU. The position has been vacant since 2014, 
meaning the school's Indigenous students have gone without representation on the student union for four years. RENA MEDOW ILLUSTRATION
“Academic potential 
comes from more 
than just support in 
education; it comes 
from community 
representation, 
sense of belonging 
and a supportive 
environment.”
Marijuana became legal this 
week, and it’s a historical moment 
that you can celebrate or demonize, 
according to your personal opin-
ions. However there are facts that 
you should be aware of before con-
sidering a new relationship with the 
seductive weed. 
First of all, remember that can-
nabis is a drug. And it’s not neces-
sarily a benign drug. In fact there 
are “risks and harms associated with 
its use,” according to a recent report 
released by the Canadian Centre 
on Substance Use and Addiction. 
Those risks with the long-term use 
of cannabis include mental and 
physical effects for both young and 
old. The risks include deficits in 
memory, attention, executive func-
tioning and often addiction.
Secondly, the 
Cannabis Con-
trol and Licens-
ing Act also 
mandates that 
you must be at 
least 19 years 
old to purchase, 
sell or consume 
marijuana in 
B.C. And even
if you are 19 or 
older, you can-
not possess more 
than 30 grams of marijuana in pub-
lic: it’s still illegal.
Finally, never forget that smok-
ing, vaping and consuming canna-
bis on any kind of school property 
is prohibited. This means that you 
cannot use marijuana at your school 
gym, sport fields or other places 
where children could be playing, 
including skate parks and play-
grounds.
These rules should be kept well in 
mind because legalization doesn’t 
mean stepping on other people’s 
rights. “I have kids so I don’t like 
they can drink it or get it easily,” 
said Adeel Dahaar, a cab driver 
working nights in Vancouver, about 
cannabis. 
And Dahaar is not alone on 
this position: 58.5 per cent out of 
1,087 Canadians surveyed last year 
by Dalhousie University expressed 
concerns about “children and youth 
having greater access to recreational 
marijuana.” 
Moreover, another study cited by 
the U.S.-based National Institute 
on Drug Abuse summarize this way 
how marijuana may affect a person’s 
life: lower life satisfaction, poorer 
mental health, poorer physical 
health and more relationship prob-
lems. People report less academic 
and career success. Marijuana use is 
also linked to a higher likelihood of 
dropping out of school.
One final thought: if you are a 
new driver who just got a licence in 
B.C.’s graduated licensing program, 
remember that you will be subject 
to zero-tolerance restrictions on 
mariujana use while driving. So a 
simple suggestion to stay healthy 
and safe with marijuana: don’t use 
pot and drive.
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Vancouver Artist Hayley Crichton with her cloud series at art show at Metro Theatre Vancouver on Oct. 13. MATHILDA DE VILLIERS PHOTO
The Metro Theatre hosted an event showcasing local artists 
Artful ways on rainy days
Local artist displayed their work made of recycled materials at Metro Theatre Centre last week.
Coordinator and artist Tracy-
Lynn Chernaske was inspired to 
showcase local female artists’ “un-
der one roof,” in an event free to 
the public in response to the lack 
of arts in the community.
The Metro Theatre was estab-
lished more than 55 years ago. In 
1962 a dilapidated movie house 
was turned into a live theatre.  
For the first time, the focus of the 
show was 2D and 3D art that has 
been previously used or reused. The 
name of the show 
was Artful Theatre 
— Reclaiming, 
Reworking & Re-
visiting.
As an artist 
for  more than 16 
years, Chernaske 
said she knows 
how much artists’ 
materials go to 
waste. 
“We get halfway through a can 
of paint or a sheet of wood and it 
may get saved to get used for an-
other show or put on the shelf for 
two years,” said Chernaske.
Keita Thomas is one of the 10 
female artists 
C h e r n a s k e 
brought to-
gether for 
the show. She 
said she finds 
quiet times in 
the evenings 
to create her 
art. 
She uses 
her background in metaphysics and 
strong spiritual practices to draw 
inspiration for her art work. 
“For me it’s really the perfect way 
to heal emotionally,”Thomas said. 
Hayley Crichton, a Vancouver 
resident of South African heritage, 
said she found inspiration to create 
her recycled art through her hatred 
of cloudy, rainy days.  
Crichton created a series of 
fabric clouds made from mostly 
thrifted materials and beads.  
“I’m trying to combat the grey,” 
Crichton said. 
Attendee Laura-Ann Chong, an 
acrobat for Cirque du Soleil said 
she enjoyed learning that art can 
have an impact in various ways.  
“I think the event is a really ideal 
place for people to showcase their 
art and show that art can take 
many different forms.”
 By MATHILDA 
DE VILLIERS
“For me it's really 
the perfect way to 
heal emotionally.”
— KEITA THOMAS, ARTIST
Students are 
given a unique 
opportunity to 
create the scene
Students 'know' what they saw
Keeping 
canines 
content
Langara offers its first 
course in Canine Risk 
Management of the 
fall semester 
 By JOE AYRES
The students of  Lan-gara’s  Studio 58 per-formed  their personal life 
experiences on stage during their 
latest production of I Know What 
I Saw.  
As part of the Risky Nights se-
ries, the show ran from Oct. 9 to 
14. The scene was  set at a high
school party  where  a fight which 
ends with tragic results left wit-
nesses with differing accounts of 
what happened. The play reflected 
how our biases can impact our per-
ceptions.
For student actor Matisse  Qua-
glia, the project provided an op-
portunity to put his ideas on 
stage. Quaglia drew from his own 
experiences in high school to con-
tribute to the story.   
“It’s really empowering because it 
lets me know that my story is valu-
able and that people want to hear 
about parts of what has brought me 
here today,” Quaglia said. 
“It’s definitely given me the tools 
to say, ‘yeah, I can create my own 
show.' I know roughly how to set 
lighting, sound, props, and then 
acting and bringing a good team 
together.” 
Rachel Aberle, Studio 58 gradu-
ate from 2009, returned  to Lan-
gara to direct the  show with two 
other students, providing  guid-
ance  to  students through their 
creative process. 
This is Aberle's first time back at 
Langara working with current stu-
dents in a professional role.
“It was really great to see them 
take ownership of the creation of 
the piece. Whether it was the writ-
ing, or you know they also did all 
of the production elements, sourced 
costumes, hung the lights, designed 
lighting looks,” Aberle said. "The 
students I had really embraced it.”
Student performer Lauren Preis-
sel, who is in her fourth term, said 
she learned how to use her own 
personal life experiences to figure 
out how to write her character. 
“My character for sure is crafted 
from me," she said, adding it was an 
amplified version of herself. 
"It was pretty vulnerable for me 
get up there and do that."
C anine caregivers with risk management certificates are receiving priority status 
when pursuing a career in the ca-
nine industry. 
“If somebody were to drop off a 
resume and I saw [the professional 
dog walking certificate] we would 
definitely put them at the top of 
the list,” said Jess Tam, manager of 
Doghouse Daycare.
In response to the demand for 
canine caregiving, Langara College 
is offering a course in canine risk 
management starting on campus 
this Saturday. 
Karen Ramsden, the professional 
dog walker certificate program co-
ordinator, said the course covers 
the unknown threats coming from 
the outdoors and inside the home, 
along with how to keep dogs safe 
during dog fights.
“It’s also about keeping yourself 
safe with encounters you might 
have with other people [and] with 
other dogs you might meet on the 
path,”  Ramsden said. 
This course is a revised expansion 
of the previous Keeping Dogs Safe 
course and part of the professional 
dog walker certificate program. The 
certificate aims to give those pur-
suing work in dog handling more 
leverage when pursing a career. 
Graduates will add essential skills 
like teaching bylaws, first aid and 
safety to their résumés.
“If you’re a dog walker, you have 
to make sure all the dogs fit well 
within the pack … if you have a re-
active dog and it’s upsetting it can 
set them all off and become a dan-
gerous thing,” said Tam. 
Rebecca Ledger, animal behav-
iour and welfare scientist at Lan-
gara College, said in an email state-
ment:
“What a regulated professional 
dog walking body would provide is 
assurances to clients that their dog 
walker knows how to manage chal-
lenging dogs, and prevent or deal 
with problems as the risk arises.”
 By ROXANNE 
EGAN-ELLIOTT
The cast of I Know What I Saw poses on stage after performing in front of an 
intimate audience at Langara College on Oct. 11. ROXANNE EGAN-ELLIOTT PHOTO
Number of dog-related jobs  
available in Vancouver
97
$19
High-end of wages from internet-
based want ads for dog related 
jobs.
97
 Percentage of licensed dogs that 
are returned to their owner 
SCOPE OF THE CANINE 
INDUSTRY IN VANCOUVER
“It's really 
empowering 
because it lets me 
know that my story 
is valuable.”
— MATISSE QUAGLIA, STUDENT/ACTOR
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In a Langara first, the men’s golf team brings on female golf pro Christine Wong as its coach.
Knowing how relationships are 
built in a team is paramount to be-
ing a good coach, whether you're a 
man or a woman, Christine Wong 
said.
Wong said having a strong bond 
with your coach and being able to 
talk about anything is really im-
portant to having a great connec-
tion.
She credits her coach and men-
tor at San Diego State University, 
Leslie Spalding, with teaching her 
that being able to communicate 
with players about anything is vital 
to having a cohesive team. 
In an inter-
view, Spalding 
said Langara 
is very lucky 
to have Wong 
because of her 
great attitude 
for the sport 
and for players. 
“She’s also 
very focused 
when she needs 
to be, has a 
great mental 
golf game and has a natural gift. 
And that will transfer to her being 
a great coach,” she said.
Wong, who won two BC Wom-
en’s Amateur Championships and 
was named Pacific Northwest Golf 
Association Women’s Player of the 
year in 2010 said she recognizes 
what her new role means in a game 
typically dominated by men.
“It’s a cool opportunity. It's ex-
citing. I didn't expect my first team 
to be a men's team” said Wong. 
“But I always knew I wanted to be 
a coach. My parents are so proud.”
Jacob Vanderpas, named Men’s 
Player of the Year in the PAC-
WEST in 2016 and who plays 
on the Langara golf team, said he 
doesn’t see gender as relevant to 
the game.  
“Christine is quite accomplished 
and quite capable of handling the 
evaluation process of each player 
and goals for improvement,” Van-
derpas said. 
Vanderpas said he is excited 
to see where the team goes with 
Wong’s direction. 
Langara athletic director Jake 
McCallum said he wanted to make 
sure he hired an energetic and pas-
sionate coach. 
McCallum added that Wong has 
various connections to the smaller 
female golf world through com-
peting and teaching, and his goal 
is to have an all-female team by 
next year. 
Christine Wong
 COACH OF LANGARA 
MEN'S GOLF TEAM
Aidan Menard coaches Team Juice from the water in False Creek, Vancouver. KATE GARDINER PHOTO
Rowing with fiery passion
Men's 
team, 
female 
coach
Dodgeball dives into charity work
Langara alumni aim to peak interest in dragon boat racing
Golf coach Wong 
believes a good 
leader should 
listen to everyone 
about anything
 By SHABNAM JESSA
 By KATE GARDINER
The Vancouver Dodge-
ball League specializes 
in community, fun and 
dodgeball  — in that 
order
Member of the Vancouver Dodgeball League fires off another volley to the 
opposing team. ADAM LEVI PHOTO
F ormer Langara students will be representing Van-couver as the youngest ever coaches of the na-
tional under-24 dragon boat team 
in 2019.
Aidan Menard and his twin 
brother Shamus, 21, formed the 
Langara dragon boat team in 2016. 
The team disbanded when the 
brothers transferred to the Univer-
sity of British Columbia last year, 
but Aidan Menard, who believes 
team sports are essential for student 
engagement, hopes the team will 
rebuild.
“Langara needed more clubs 
and extracurricular activities, more 
school pride. We wanted to get 
people out and having fun, partici-
pating in activities under the school 
name, and just getting out there - 
getting out of their comfort zone.”
The twins currently coach Juice, a 
competitive under-24 team featur-
ing several national team hopefuls. 
The young paddlers encourage any-
one who’s curious about the sport 
to get involved, regardless of expe-
rience or, in national hopeful Jeffrey 
Fung’s case, physical ability.
“I am horrible with any sport that 
requires a lot of hand-eye coordina-
tion, and to just grab a paddle and 
start whipping it through the water 
is a lot easier,” said Fung.
“I think it’s just a really fun, easy, 
diverse sport. It’s something that 
doesn’t take a lot. You don’t need 
to have a necessary skill set in 
particular to join the sport, so it’s 
pretty easy for anyone to just pick 
up a paddle,” said fellow teammate 
Owen Li.
Shamus Menard believes the 
most exciting aspect of the sport is 
connection. 
W hen Jasper Lau joined the Vancouver Dodge-ball League he had no 
idea it would become such a big 
part of his life. 
Lau was recruited to the 
VDL by a friend. 
“She got me into the 
league. We played once 
and I was hooked and 
then I started adding more 
nights every week,” Lau said.
In 2004, six friends came togeth-
er with an idea: they wanted to play 
dodgeball. Their former schools 
were willing to host them and their 
friends on Tuesday nights. Today, 
over 2,000 dodgeball players on 
more than 260 teams play at vari-
ous gymnasiums in South Vancou-
ver four nights a week. 
There are players aged 19-50 
from varying backgrounds and a 
balance of men and women that are 
signed up.
Over the years, players have at-
tended special charity games to 
raise money for causes like Big 
Brothers Association of Greater 
Vancouver and The BC Cancer 
Foundation. Since the league’s in-
ception, the VDL has raised over 
$54,000. Players have also par-
ticipated in ocean cleanups and toy 
drives.
“I would say it’s a living, breath-
ing, amazing community,” said Ve-
ronica Woo, a volunteer with 
the VDL. 
Despite a minimum re-
quirement of two women 
per team, there are also 
all female teams as well.  
As the community has 
grown, the league has nev-
er lost its focus of inclusive-
ness and giving back.
“This group that we have,” said 
Truong Cao, one of the six creators 
of the VDL. 
“We reach out to the community 
to help the community with the 
continued hope of trying to, ad-
vance dodgeball in Vancouver and 
the rest of the world.” 
The VDL will begin its 27th sea-
son in January. 
1. Standard crew 
size is 22
2. A drummer beats 
rhythm for paddlers 
to follow
3. Paddlers use spe-
cialized paddles
DRAGON BOAT CREW
COMPONENTS OF THE TEAM
“It’s pretty easy for 
anyone to just pick 
up a paddle.”
— OWEN LI, JUICE TEAM MEMBER
 By ADAM LEVI
